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A Word From the Pastor
Learning to Follow Jesus through the Gospel of John

! In the movie, “Book of Eli”, the main character wanders through the 

barren wasteland devastated by some catastrophe thirty years prior. He is one of 

the few people alive and in his possession is the last remaining Bible on earth. 

His mission is simply to carry this book across the wasteland to the west. Along 

the way, he defends the book against those who want to steal it and use it for 

their own selfish purposes. Without giving away what happens, toward the end 

of the book, he makes a heart-felt confession. He confesses that while he spent so 

much time protecting the book, he regretted not living by the book.

As I watched this movie, I was reminded that as a follower of Jesus, it is not our 

goal to carry around our Bibles or collect every version of the Bible. While we 

may love the book and protect it, the goal of our lives is to live according to the 

book so we can be transformed by it and change the world around us. This is 

what it means to be a disciple.

! Disciple is simply a follower of Jesus and discipleship is the process of 

helping others becoming a follower. As a follower, the manual for our live is the 

Bible. While no one would argue the knowledge of the Bible is important, the 

importance is not just reading or studying it, but living it. But while the Bible is 

essential for discipleship, the process by which God uses to help us grow is 

through others, especially others who are further along than we are. The 

combination of someone else helping us walk through God’s word is the process 

of discipleship. 



! Our purpose in his manual is to have you disciple and disciple others 

through the God’s Word. Because the Bible is so immense in content, we have 

selected the Gospel of John as a place for us to begin this journey.

! Our prayer through this manual is to help you become more effective as a 

disciple of Jesus.

Pastor Ray Chang



Getting the Most out of this Book
Learning to Follow Jesus through the Gospel of John 

To get the most out of this workbook, you need to make some key commitments:

1)    Commitment to a Discipleship Relationship

You need to make a commitment to others in your group that you will 
complete this workbook together. While the workbook is an important 
part of the process – the workbook is not the process. It is based on 
relationships. The key is for commitment to a relationship and building 
the relationship.

2) Commitment to a Discipleship Covenant
             

You will need to establish a covenant with all the members involved. 
This is a covenant to establish time, place, and duration. A sample 
covenant will be included in the appendix.

3) Commitment to GodÕs Word and His Spirit to Transform
             

Ultimately, the only true transformation will come from God’s Spirit. 
We need to walk in the Spirit and in His Word to become the primary 
agents of spiritual transformation.

4) Commitment to Multiply
    

Our goal is not simply grow in our walk with God. The purpose of 
developing a discipleship process is so that each disciple can pass on 
the work of discipleship to others. From the onset, the goal is to find 
someone else we can begin discipling.

Suggested Study Format



Big Idea- This will be the main focus of the lesson for the chapter. The chapter 
will be built around the Big Idea and later will review the Big Idea.

Key Memory Verse-  Each chapter will have a memory verse as part of our 
discipleship process. As we memorize Scripture, our lives will begin to be 
shaped by Scripture.

Digging Deeper-  This is where we will examine the text to discover what the 
Bible has to say about the passage. The goal of Bible study is not just 
information, but ultimately application.

Living Wider - Each section will have a follow up with reading, further 
discussions or application.!



Discipleship Covenant
Learning to Follow Jesus through the Gospel of John 

 
In order to grow toward maturity in Christ and complete the workbook, r 
commit myself to the following standards: 

1. Complete all assignments on a weekly basis prior to my discipleship 
appointment in order to contribute fully (see "Suggested Study Format"). 

2. Meet weekly with my discipleship partners for approximately one and one-
half hours to dialogue over the content of the assignments: 

3. Offer myself fully to the Lord with the anticipation that I am entering a time of 
accelerated transformation during this discipleship period. 

4. Contribute to a climate of honesty, trust and personal vulnerability in a spirit 
of mutual up- building. 

5. Give serious consideration to continuing the discipling chain by committing 
myself to invest in at least two other people for the year following the initial 
completion of this workbook. 

Signed ! ! ! ! ! !  Dated ! ! !  

(The above commitments are the minimum standards of accountability, which 
are reviewed and renewed after lessons eight and sixteen. Feel free to add any 
other elements to your covenant.) 



Forgiveness of Sin
John 8:1-11

SUMMARY POINTS

Memory Verse: John 8:10-11
Digging Deeper: John 8:1-11
Living Wider: Reading, an excerpt from Six Hours One Friday by Max Lucado.

BIG IDEA

Jesus reveals that he has the authority to forgive sin and shows that it is done with grace, 
allowing our lives to continue as a constant testimony of his work and grace. 

MEMORY VERSE STUDY GUIDE

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now, and leave your life of sin.” John 8:10-11

1.  Here in this passage, Jesus challenges and changes everyoneÕs view of him, 
themselves, and of the forgiveness of sin. What stands out to you from this 
encounter with Jesus?

2.  Summarize this passage in your own words.

3.  How can you apply this passage to being a disciple and/or making disciples?

DIGGING DEEPER



As we journey with God, we can continue to learn from the biblical stories about those 
who lived with Jesus. LetÕs explore our passage from JohnÕs Gospel, and work through 
some of the ÔbasicÕ questions.

1.  Read John 8:1-11. Where did Jesus go? What did he sit down to do?

2.  Whom did the religious leaders bring before Jesus? Why did they bring her 
 before Jesus?

See Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22 for the Old Testament background of 
their charges. What did the Law say should happen to the woman caught in 
adultery?

3.  How was JesusÕ attitude toward the woman different from the crowdÕs attitude?

4. What words would you use to describe the way Jesus treated the guilty woman?

 How did he address her sin?



As we continue to explore our passage, letÕs begin to move beyond some of the ÔbasicÕ 
questions and see how this passage intersects our lives today.

5.  Why do you think the older men were the first to leave the scene?

6.  With which group or person in the story do you identify?

7.  What sins do most people think they are incapable of committing?

8.  Why do we rush to point out other peopleÕs sins?

9.  How should we treat people who have sinned?

10.  What should we do when we have sinned?

LIVING WIDER

The following is an excerpt from Six Hours One Friday by Max Lucado:



Sightless and heartless redeemers. Redeemers without power. ThatÕs not the 
Redeemer of the New Testament.

Jesus sits surrounded by a horseshoe of listeners. Some nod their heads in 
agreement and open their hearts in obedience. They have accepted the teacher as 
their teacher and are learning to accept him as their Lord.

We donÕt know his topic that morning. Prayer, perhaps. Or maybe kindness or 
anxiety. But whatever it was, it was soon interrupted when people burst into the 
courtyard.

Determined, they erupt out of a narrow street and stomp toward Jesus. The listeners 
scramble to get out of the way. The mob is made up of religious leaders, the elders 
and deacons of their day. Respected and important men. And struggling to keep her 
balance on the crest of this angry wave is a scantily-clad woman.

Only moments before she had been in bed with a man who was not her husband. 
Was this how she made her living? We donÕt know.

But we do know that a door was jerked open and she was yanked from a bed. She 
barely had time to cover her body before she was dragged into the street by two 
men the age of her father.

And now, with holy strides, the mob storms toward the teacher. They throw the 
woman in his direction. She nearly falls.

ÒWe found this woman in bed with a man!Ó cries the leader. ÒThe law says to stone 
her. What do you say?Ó

In her despair she looks at the Teacher. His eyes donÕt glare. ÒDonÕt worry,Ó they 
whisper, ÒitÕs okay.Ó And for the first time that morning she sees kindness.

As Jesus looked at this daughter, did his mind race back? Did he relive the act of 
forming this child in heaven? Did he see her as he had originally made her?

So, with the tenderness only a father can have, he set out to untie the knots and 
repair the holes.

He begins by diverting the crowdÕs attention. He draws on the ground. Everybody 
looks down. The woman feels relief as the eyes of the men look away from her.

 The accusers are persistent. ÒTell us, teacher! What do you want us to do with her?Ó

He just raised his head and offered an invitation, ÒI guess if youÕve never made a 
mistake, then you have a right to stone this woman.Ó He looked back down and 
began to draw on the earth again.



Someone cleared his throat as if to speak, but no one spoke. Feet shuffled. Eyes 
dropped. Then thud É thud É thud É rocks fell to the ground.

 And they walked away. They came as one, but they left one by one.

 Jesus told the woman to look up. ÒIs there no one to condemn you?Ó

Maybe she expected him to scold her. Perhaps she expected him to walk away from 
her. IÕm not sure, but I do know this: What she got, she never expected. She got a 
promise and a commission.

 The promise: ÒThen neither do I condemn you.Ó

 The commission: ÒGo and sin no more.Ó

The woman turns and walks into anonymity. SheÕs never seen or heard from again. 
But we can be confident of one thing: On that morning in Jerusalem, she saw Jesus 
and Jesus saw her. And could we somehow transport her to Rio de Janeiro and let 
her stand at the base of the Cristo redentor, I know what her response would be.

ÒThatÕs not the Jesus I saw,Ó she would say. For the Jesus she saw didnÕt have a 
hard heart. And the Jesus that saw her didnÕt have blind eyes.

However, if we could somehow transport her to Calvary and let her stand at the 
base of the cross É you know what she would say. ÒThatÕs him.Ó

She would recognize his voice. ItÕs raspier and weaker, but the words are the same, 
ÒFather, forgive them ÉÓ And she would recognize his eyes. How could she ever 
forget those eyes? Clear and tear-filled. Eyes that saw her not as she was, but as she 
was meant to be.

For Further Discussion and/or Contemplation

1.  How does JesusÕ interaction with this sinful woman encourage you? 

2.  What was the attitude of the religious leaders toward the woman? Toward Jesus?

 How can we avoid these same attitudes?



3.  What does this passage reveal about GodÕs view of sin?

4. How does this passage challenge your attitude about people caught in certain sins?

For Personal Reflection

What bad habit or tendency do you need to take the first step away from today?

What self-righteous attitude will you ask God to change in your prayers this week?

FOLLOW UP

1.  Listen to the sermon online on Transformissional Discipleship at http://
www.sermon.net/pastorray

http://www.sermon.net/pastorray
http://www.sermon.net/pastorray
http://www.sermon.net/pastorray
http://www.sermon.net/pastorray


The Cause Of Spiritual Blindness
John 9:35-41

SUMMARY POINTS

Memory Verse:  John 9:41
Digging Deeper:  John 9:1-41
Living Wider:  Various readings

BIG IDEA

Our pride reveals our spiritual blindness, and Jesus is the only one who can give us sight.

1. In your opinion, what hinders people from becoming followers of Jesus?

2. Why is it so difficult for people to accept the teachings of Jesus?

3. If you were God, how would you communicate your love to mankind?  How 
would you save people from their sins?

4. How do we deal with the fact that God does things differently than we do? Can 
you think of times when God did things in a way you did not expect?

MEMORY VERSE

ÒJesus said, ÔIf you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim 
you can see, your guilt remainsÕ.Ó  John 9:41



1. Summarize this passage in your own words:

2. Are you one who can see?  Are you blind?  Are you able to see completely or are 
there areas in which you still are in the dark?

3. How does pride hinder us from admitting our need for God?

4. Write down the name of two people you know who say they can see spiritually 
but who in reality are spiritually blind.  As a group, share those names and take a 
few minutes to pray for them.

DIGGING DEEPER

To understand John, you have to look at the bookends in chapters 1 and 20.  John 20:31 
records the purpose of this book, ÒBut these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.Ó

In chapter 9, we find Jesus confronting the beliefs held in his dayÉbeliefs about GodÕs 
work in the world (matters of pain and suffering), beliefs about what a good God-
follower does and believes, and beliefs about how to obtain salvation.  Pay attention, 
though, to the fact that Jesus could be speaking to you personally, maybe not in terms of 
you Òbeing saved,Ó but possibly addressing your own areas of sin and wrongly-held 
beliefs. Jesus still tries to move us from earthly understandings to an eternal perspective, 
which is more important.

The Setting (9:1-5)



1. What is the setting of this passage?  Where is it taking place?  Who are the main 
characters?

2. Why is the man physically blind?

According to the NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985), ÒThe rabbis 
had developed the principle that ÔThere is no death without sin, and there is no suffering 
without iniquity.Õ  They were even capable of thinking that a child could sin in the womb 
or that its soul might have sinned in a preexistent state.  They also held that terrible 
punishments came on certain people because of the sin of their parentsÓ (p.1614, notes).

3. In your own life, what characteristics cause you to assume that someone is being 
punished or is out-of-favor with God?

4. How do you think JesusÕ response challenged his disciples?  Bear in mind that 
Jesus did not say that sins cannot lead to suffering or ÒharmfulÓ consequences.  
He merely stated that for this man, sin did not lead to his condition.  Compare 
with Job 1-2.

5. How do you respond to the idea that God sometimes allows pain and harmful 
things in your life for no fault of your own?

6. What has God done in your life that has confounded your understanding of God 
and his work in this world?



The Miracle (9:6-12)

7. Describe the manner in which Jesus healed this man.

8. Imagine yourself as the blind man.  Recount the events of the healing from his 
perspective.  Put yourself in the first person (e.g. I heard some people talking 
about me.  Then I heard a man spit on the ground.  He seemed to play with the 
spit and dirt.  Next thing I knewÉ).

9. What would be your initial reaction to a stranger putting spit-induced mud on 
your face?  Compare with Naaman (2 Kings 5:1-14, esp.10-12)

10.Why do you think it is significant that Jesus used mud to heal the blind man? 
What did God initially create Adam from (see Genesis 2:5-7)?

The Reaction (9:13-34)

11.Describe the reaction of the Pharisees.  

12.Contrast the progression of the manÕs belief with the reaction of the Pharisees.

13.Since one of the signs of the Messiah was the giving of sight to the blind (Isa 
29:18; 35:5; 42:7), why do you think the Pharisees, the religious leaders who 



knew these Scriptures, had so much difficulty accepting that Jesus was the 
Promised One of God?

14.Why do you think the man was so willing to accept Jesus as the Messiah?

Spiritual Blindness (9:35-41)

ÒThe Pharisees, by contrast, have come forward to judge both the man and Jesus. But in 
the end, Jesus judges them.Ó  (Burge, Gary M. ÒSpiritual Blindness (9:35 Ð 41)Ó In The NIV 
Application Commentary: John. By Gary M. Burge, 276. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.)

15.What does verse 41 say about the cause of spiritual blindness?  What does Òbut 
now that you claim you can seeÓ seem to point to?

16. In your experience, how do people respond to Jesus you have shared (or seen 
others share) the gospel?

17.The longer we follow Jesus, the more diligent we must be to protect ourselves 
from becoming prideful and complacent.  How do we avoid the spiritual pride of 
the Pharisees?

18.How can you apply this passage to being a disciple of Jesus (i.e. sin to confess, 
action to do, area to grow, attitude to change, etc.)?



LIVING WIDER

ÒTHE STORY OF the Feast of Tabernacles now goes to a type of narrative we frequently 
encounter in the Synoptic Gospels, namely, a healing followed by controversy. It is also a 
story that has numerous parallels with the healing account given in John 5. A man is 
healed on the Sabbath, the temple leadership (and in John 9 the neighbors) raise 
questions, Jesus later finds the man and encourages him, and finally Jesus enters into an 
extended debate with JerusalemÕs theologians about the meaning of his authority.  

ÒThe healing of the blind man is also closely linked with the preceding narrative in 8:12 Ð 
59. Jesus is still at the Feast of Tabernacles, and the reader should review the temple light 
ceremonies alluded to in 8:12 (see comments). Chapter 9 can almost be described as a 
Òcase studyÓ of JesusÕ message in the second half of chapter 8. It is a magnificent 
summary of what Jesus has been saying about himself throughout the festival. He is the 
true light that surpasses anything available in the temple; he is a messenger from God, 
bearing GodÕs word for the world and giving life to all who believe. 

ÒIn the present chapter, a man who lives in ÒdarknessÓ is miraculously given Òlight.Ó 
Through the story of this manÕs healing we see another parable beginning to unfold. 
Physical healing becomes a symbol of spiritual healing while physical blindness is 
replaced with spiritual blindness. At the end of the story a splendid reversal appears: The 
man who once lived in darkness now has light (in both eye and heart), while those 
arrayed against him have sound eyes but nevertheless live in spiritual darkness. 
Tabernacles light has truly come to Jerusalem and everyone needs it. Yet only those who 
believe in Jesus will have the opportunity to enjoy it.Ó  (Burge, Gary M. ÒOriginal MeaningÓ In 
The NIV Application Commentary: John. By Gary M. Burge, 271. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) 

According to the MacArthur Study Bible, ÒThis section in the story of the healing of the 
blind man reveals some key characteristics of willful unbelief: 

1) unbelief sets false standards;
2) unbelief always wants more evidence but never has enough;
3) unbelief does biased research on a purely subjective basis;
4) unbelief rejects the facts; and
5) unbelief is self-centered.Ó

(MacArthur, John Jr: The MacArthur Study Bible. electronic ed. Nashville : Word Pub., 1997, c1997, S. Jn 
9:13) 

1. How have you seen such unbelief in the world?



2. How have you seen such unbelief in your own life?  

Michael Card wrote a song entitled, GodÕs Own Fool.  Read the songÕs lyrics:

Seems I've imagined Him all of my life
As the wisest of all of mankind
But if God's Holy wisdom is foolish to men
He must have seemed out of His mind
For even His family said He was mad
And the priests said a demon's to blame
But God in the form of this angry young man
Could not have seemed perfectly sane

(Chorus)
When we in our foolishness thought we were wise
He played the fool and He opened our eyes
When we in our weakness believed we were strong
He became helpless to show we were wrong
And so we follow God's own fool
For only the foolish can tell-
Believe the unbelievable
And come be a fool as well

So come lose your life for a carpenter's son
For a madman who died for a dream
And you'll have the faith His first followers had
And you'll feel the weight of the beam
So surrender the hunger to say you must know
Have the courage to say I believe
For the power of paradox opens your eyes

And blinds those who say they can see

At the time of its release, some Christians were offended at the thought of calling Jesus a 
fool.  But the religious leaders of ChristÕs day thought Jesus was a fool.

3. Have you ever experienced someone treating you as a fool because of Jesus? 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16.

http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html
http://www.lyricsdownload.com/michael-card-god-s-own-fool-lyrics.html


4. What do this passage and the preceding song have to say about what the world 
thinks of Jesus and us following Jesus?

5. How can we help lead people from darkness to light?

6. Does the way you live your life before God and others reflect a growing Òlight-
ness?Ó

7. Consider the Òpride-swallowingÓ that Jesus had to do in order to come to earth 
and become a human being (c.f. Phil 2:1-11).  What is Jesus calling you to do that 
would take some swallowing of your own pride?



Living Life To The Fullest
John 10:1-21

SUMMARY POINTS
Memory Verse: John 10:10
Digging Deeper: John 10:1-21
Living Wider: Read and reflect this week on Psalm 23.

BIG IDEA

Our opportunity for truly abundant life only comes through the death and resurrection of 
the Good Shepherd.

MEMORY VERSE
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I [Jesus] have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.“  John 10:10

1.  Summarize this passage in your own words:

2.  Who is the thief? How do you see Òthe thiefÓ stealing, killing and destroying people 
today?

3.  What does abundant life look like to you?  

4.  What does this passage say about discipleship and/or disciple making?

DIGGING DEEPER
In chapter 9, Jesus just opened the eyes of a man who was born blind.  The people were 
amazed, but the Pharisees were upset that Jesus would do this on the Sabbath.  The real 



debate about something else though. The real question the people had was whether Jesus 
was from God or not. If he was not from God, how could he do such miraculous signs?  
The outcome of the story was that the outcast believed Jesus as Lord, but the Pharisees 
continued in their disbelief and became the ÒblindÓ ones (39-41). 
In chapter 10, Jesus will contrast himself with the Pharisees and show that he is the only 
one who can truly care for and save the world. These words continue to divide the people 
as some think he has a demon and others think he is from God (19-21). 
In the company of the crowd from chapter 9, Jesus starts talking about a shepherd and his 
sheep. He contrasts two types of people who are both interested in sheep.  

1.  Read 10:1-6. Describe the two types of people in this story? How are they different?

2.  Jesus is using this figure of speech to show that the Pharisees are strangers and Jesus 
is the legitimate Shepherd of the sheep. 
    -Describe how the sheep respond to the shepherd when they know his voice.  

    -Describe how the shepherd cares for his sheep (3-4).

    -Describe how the sheep respond to the stranger (5). 

3.  How does this relate to the man born blind who was kicked out of the synagogue 
(9:34) and now believes in Jesus (9:38)?  Who called and led him to safe pasture? Was it 
Jesus, or the Pharisees?

4.  In verse 6, the Pharisees did not understand what Jesus was talking about, so now he 
gives more detail to his analogy. Read verses 7-18.  How does he describe himself in this 
passage (vs. 7, 9 & 11, 14)?



5.  Contrast the two men in this story:  
The Thief/Robber    The Good Shepherd

6.  Read Ezekiel 34:1-16.  This is a passage about the ÒworthlessÓ shepherds of Israel. 
Instead of caring for Israel, they abused them. Contrast the abuse of the shepherds with 
the care of God. 

7.  Verse 10 says that he came to give life and that we would live it to the full.  How is the 
life that Jesus gives us so much more full than the life the world can give us?  If you are a 
follower of Jesus, how have you experienced Òfull lifeÓ?

8.  Verse 11 tells us why abundant life is possible. It is possible because the Shepherd 
Òlays his life down for his sheepÓ.  He does not just lie down across the door of the 
sheepfold; rather, he actively fights for the safety of his sheep.   The assumption is that 
the sheep are in mortal danger and their only defense is a shepherd who is not afraid to 
fight for them. By his death, they are saved. That is what makes him the Good Shepherd.  
Take a moment to thank Jesus for laying down his life for so you can live.

9.  In verse 16, Jesus talks about having another flock of sheep that he wants to bring into 
this fold.  Who is this other flock? 

10.  Can you think of other flocks that God still wants to bring? How does this relate to 
having abundant life?



11.  Jesus ends this section with a statement about his death (vs. 17-18).  What does this 
passage tell us about JesusÕ upcoming death?

12.  How do you take comfort in knowing that there are no powers greater than Jesus?  
What does it mean to you that Jesus willingly died on the cross so that you can have 
everlasting, abundant life?

LIVING WIDER
Find a quiet place where you can take a few minutes to read and meditate on Psalm 23. 

1) Take a moment to pray and ask God to apply this passage to your life.  

2) Read each line/verse slowly.

3) Write on the right side of the paper you own prayer to God.

4) Write on the bottom how you can apply John 10 & Psalm 23 to your life 
today.

Psalm 23, A psalm of David:     My Prayer To God:
 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
       he leads me beside quiet waters, 

 3 he restores my soul. 
       He guides me in paths of righteousness 
       for his name's sake. 

 4 Even though I walk 
       through the valley of the shadow of death,
       I will fear no evil, 
       for you are with me; 
       your rod and your staff, 
       they comfort me. 

 5 You prepare a table before me 
       in the presence of my enemies. 
       You anoint my head with oil; 
       my cup overflows. 



 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me 
       all the days of my life, 
       and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
       forever.

Application:  How can I apply John 10 and Psalm 23 to my life today?
1)

2)



Dealing With Death
John 11:1- 47, 53

SUMMARY POINTS

Memory Verse:  John 11:25-26
Digging Deeper:  John 11:1-47, 53
Living Wider:  ÒCarpe DiemÓ by Tony Campolo 

BIG IDEA

Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He has power to conquer death, which takes away 
all fear.

MEMORY VERSE STUDY GUIDE

Jesus knows that his friend Lazarus is sick and instead of going to Bethany to heal him 
Jesus waits until he dies.  Then He tells his disciples that their friend Lazarus is dead and 
He is going to awaken or resurrect him.  Jesus then tells them that He is glad that He was 
not there in order that they might believe.  Believe what? I believe that Jesus wants His 
disciples to understand and believe is that not only can He raise people from the dead but 
that He is Òthe resurrection and the life.Ó  

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies.  And everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?” John 11:25-26      

1.  In John 11, we see the death and resurrection of Lazarus.  Jesus could have come 
to Bethany earlier and healed Lazarus but Jesus waits until he dies.  Why does he 
do that?   What lesson about faith is Jesus trying to teach here?

2.  Summarize this passage in your own words:



3.  How can you apply this passage to being a disciple and/or making disciples?

DIGGING DEEPER

The historical background of John 11 is that it occurred shortly before the Feast of 
Passover.  Jesus is on His way to the feast when the sickness and the death of Lazarus 
occurred.  Jesus says that Lazarus' sickness won't end in death but in the glory of God.   
Jesus deliberately delayed His journey to Bethany to visit Lazarus and his sisters Mary 
and Martha until He knew that he was dead.  Then He came to visit Mary and Martha not 
just to console them but also to give them and His disciples a lesson in faith. He wanted 
them to not only believe in Him but to believe that He would raise Lazarus from the dead.  
He wanted them to believe that He was the resurrection and the life and that He had 
power over death and the grave.  He preformed this miracle as a preview of His own 
death and resurrection which would take place in a few days.  Whenever they would 
celebrate Passover in the future they would remember that ÒChrist our Passover also has 
been sacrificed (1Cor 5:7).Ó  As Christians we believe that Passover was fulfilled by the 
death of Christ.  

4. Read John 11:1-6.  Why does Jesus say that Lazarus' illness is not going to end in 
death when we know from the passage the Lazarus is going to die?

5. Read John 11:7-10.   When Jesus tells His disciples that they should go to Judea 
(Jerusalem) what is their response?  What is the meaning of Jesus' response in 
verses 9 & 10 to their reasonable advice? 

            

6. Read John 11:11-16.  What does Jesus mean when he says that Lazarus has fallen 
asleep?  What does Jesus want His disciples to believe when He says that He is 
glad that He wasn't there when Lazarus died?   Doesn't that sound a little bit 
callous and unfeeling?  



7. Read John 11:17-27.  When Martha meets Jesus what does she say and what is his 
response?  Martha says that she really believes that Jesus is the Christ but does 
she really believe that Jesus is the resurrection and the life and that he will raise 
her brother from the dead?

      

8. Read John 11:28-37.  Why does Martha tell her sister secretly that Jesus is 
coming?  Why does she say the teacher is calling for you instead of the Lord is 
calling for you?

9. What is the difference in Mary's response when she meets Jesus and MarthaÕs 
response? What part of their response is the same?

10.What was Jesus response to Mary's grief?  What were the two reactions of Mary's 
comforters to Jesus when they saw Him weeping?

11.Read John 11:38-44.  Why does Mary have such a negative reaction to the Lord's 
command to remove the stone from Lazarus' grave?  Why does Jesus gently chide 
her for her unbelief?  What things did Jesus do and say when He raised Lazarus 
from the dead?  What were Jesus' main reasons for performing this miracle?



12.John 11:45-47  What was the main responses of the Jews who were attending 
Lazarus' funeral when Jesus raised him from the dead?  What was the response of 
the authorities when they heard of Lazarus' resurrection?

13.Read John 11:53.  What did the Jewish authorities decide to do with Jesus after 
they had called a council?  What reasons did they have for killing Jesus?

LIVING WIDER
Carpe Diem
"As a young idealist, Dostoyevsky believed that political revolution was the essential 
route for the life God willed for him...But his efforts to create the kingdom of God by 
over-throwing the czar came to naught...He was imprisoned by the czar and, so he 
thought, sentenced to death.
But he didn't die!
Those who challenged the czar's totalitarian power were sometimes subjected to a cruel 
psychological trick designed to break their spirits. They were blindfolded and put before 
a firing squad. The commands of, 'Ready! Aim! Fire!' were given. The sound of shots 
would ring out. But then--nothing! The bullets were blanks. The victims had been forced 
to go through the agony of dying, but then there was not the deliverance that death itself 
can bring.
The painful process was designed to destroy the emotional life of the czar's victims, but 
in the case of Dostoyevsky it ironically provided a new perception of reality and an 
ability to apprehend life with an appreciative passion. As the moment which he was sure 
would be his last approached, he found himself living life with a hitherto-unknown 
heightened awareness. In the face of death, each event that remained in his existence, 
regardless of how apparently ordinary, took on momentous importance.

As he ate his last meal, he concentrated on the taste of every bite, savoring each morsel, 
because he believed this would be the last food he would ever eat.
As they marched him into the courtyard where he was to be executed, he took in the sun 
and breathed the air with an intensive appreciation he had never known before.
To the condemned Dostoyevsky, every sensation was enjoyed with a heightened 
awareness. Each experience was felt with a powerful sensitivity.
He studied the face of each and every soldier charged with the grisly task of shooting 
him, because these, he was convinced, were the last faces he would ever see.
Dostoyevsky was ÒlivingÓ in the face of death. Later, he would confess that he had lived 
more in what he had been convinced were the last moments of his life than he had ever 
lived before. Each moment and each experience leading up to that mock execution had 
been seized with a passion, and he had tried to suck out of what remained of life all that it 
possibly could give. He had learned in the face of death to live out the ancient Latin 



admonition 'Carpe Diem!' (Seize the day!)"
Tony Campolo in "Carpe Diem" (Word Publishing Co.)
          
1.  How can we live life with a resurrection perspective?

2.  How does change our view of death?



Demonstrating Extravagant Love 
John 12:1-11

SUMMARY POINTS

Memory Verse: John 12:8 
Digging Deeper: John 12:1-11
Living Wider: ÒLiving Beyond the Level of MediocrityÓ by Chuck Swindoll 

BIG IDEA

Mary gives an extravagant gift to honor Jesus, and Jesus accepts it.

MEMORY VERSE

“For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” John 12:8

1.  The night before Jesus enters Jerusalem in triumph, Mary and Martha prepare a 
dinner in his honor.  What are they honoring Jesus for?

2.  Summarize this passage in your own words:

3.  How can you apply this passage to being a disciple and/or making disciples?

DIGGING DEEPER

 Nard was an expensive ointment imported from northern India, and was used in 
Roman society to anoint the head.  This was a super expensive item, and a pound of nard 
ointment was worth three hundred denarii. This was equivalent to one yearÕs wages; in 



modern wages the cost of this gift would be $10,000- $15,000.  

 It is also very remarkable that a Jewish woman would unbind her hair in such a 
public setting, since such an act was usually reserved for her husband alone.  Yet there is 
nothing romantic going on here; this is simply MaryÕs act of showing her deep love and 
gratitude to Jesus.

 The apostle John's purpose in writing his gospel is to prove that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and that, as such, he is uniquely worthy of honor and praise previously reserved 
only for God the Father himself .  

4. We know that Jesus just restored her brother Lazarus to life, but why else is 
MaryÕs devotion here completely appropriate?

5. MaryÕs gifts were extravagant (the ointment) and deeply personal (wiping the 
feet of Jesus with her hair), but what is significant about the fact that Mary is 
anointing JesusÕ feet herself?

6. How do others respond to MaryÕs extravagant gift to Jesus?

 

John tells us here that Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray Jesus, objected 
strongly to MaryÕs act of anointing JesusÕ head and feet with the expensive ointment. 
However, in the other gospelsÕ accounts of this event (Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 
14:3-9), others seem to object as well.  

7. What do you think is behind JudasÕ (and the other disciplesÕ) objection to this 
act of devotion? Do you think they truly understood how uniquely special 
Jesus was? 



8. John tells us several things about Judas.  What do we learn about Judas in this 
passage?  (Read John 6:66-71, 13: 21-30, and 18:1-11 for more about Judas 
Iscariot.)

9. What do you think Jesus means in verse 8 when he says, Òyou do not always 
have meÓ? How long will it be before Jesus is arrested and crucified?

10. In verse 8, is Jesus saying that Christ-followers are not supposed to care about 
the poor? (Read Deuteronomy 15:11 for insight into JesusÕ response.)

11. In verses 9-11, what do the Jewish leaders and chief priests conspire to do? 
Why?

This passage is a study in contrasts. Think about how MaryÕs response to Jesus differs 
from that of JudasÕ (and the other disciplesÕ), and of the chief priestsÕ response to him.

9.  How does Mary demonstrate what being a disciple of Jesus really means? 
Jesus says in Matthew and MarkÕs account of this event that this story will 
always be told so that MaryÕs love and devotion will be remembered by 
everyone. What can we, as a group of Christ-followers, learn from MaryÕs 
example? What can you learn as an individual?



LIVING WIDER

Read the chapter from ÒLiving Beyond the Level of MediocrityÓ by Chuck Swindoll on 
extravagant love. This is a chapter on this passage.

Here is an excerpt. How do we reconcile Òextravagance with our faith?Ó 

Do you agree or disagree? What are ways we can show God extravagant love?

Chuck Swindoll writes,

We used to laugh at a comment one of the American astronauts made years ago, but the 
laughter has hushed since the Challenger tragedy. The way the story goes, someone stuck 
his head inside the nose capsule before the team of astronauts had launched and asked, 
"Well, how does it feel?" With a grin, one of them replied, "It really makes you think twice 
in here when you realize everything in this whole project was constructed according to 
the lowest bid!" Many - dare I say, most - conduct their entire lives "according to the 
lowest bid."
-- Must all the places where God is represented look mediocre?

-- Must all the furnishings be of lowest quality or just moderate?

-- Must every semblance of art be omitted?

-- Must we live all our lives under constant restraint and self-imposed guild, for fear of 
being told that we are overlooking the poor?

-- Must everything be just "adequate"? Why not occasionally use something of the highest 
quality?

"There's an old theatrical expression actors sometimes us in jest when a person is about 
to go out on the stage: "Hey, break a leg." I've got a new one for the quality-minded, 
high-flying eagles. When we great each other: "Hey, break a vase!"

 

Listen to the song by Casting Crown. How does God show Òextravagant love to us?Ó
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETonPAXwJig)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETonPAXwJig
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETonPAXwJig


Your love is extravagant
Your friendship, it is intimate
I feel I'm moving to the rhythm of Your grace 
Your fragrance is intoxicating in the secret place
Cause Your love is extravagant

Chorus:
Spread wide in the arms of Christ there's a love that covers sin
No greater love have I ever known; You considered me a friend
Capture my heart again

Your love is extravagant
Your friendship, it is intimate
I feel I'm moving to the rhythm of Your grace 
Your fragrance is intoxicating in the secret place
Your love is extravagant

Spread wide in the arms of Christ there's a love that covers sin
No greater love have I ever known; You considered me a friend
Spread wide in the arms of Christ there's a love that covers sin
No greater love have I ever known; You considered me a friend
Capture my heart again

Your love is extravagant
Your friendship, it is intimate



Servanthood
John 13:35-50

SUMMARY POINTS
Memory Verse: John 13:13-15 
Digging Deeper: John 13:1-17 
Living Wider: Art

BIG IDEA
As a disciple, our identity is defined by service. God calls us to serve Him and glorify 
Him in the process.

Definition of Servanthood
A servant is one that allows something to be accomplished through that person. A servant 
does not do something for someone else. Doing something for someone else is nice, is 
kind, is thoughtful, but it is not servanthood, because the focus is on the doer. A servant 
has no agenda, no focus on self. The only agenda a servant has in mind is the one of the 
person being served. Jesus had no agenda but to glorify God. This is why Jesus made the 
declaration that if any saw Him, they saw the Father.

The only question a servant needs to ask is ÒWhat do you want to accomplish through 
me?Ó Ask this of the Lord on a daily basis, and watch how your life changes.Ó1

1. What are the elements of servanthood mentioned in this definition? 

2. Restate this definition in your own words. 

3. How does this apply in your life? What questions does this raise in your life?

1 (http://servantsofthekingdom.blogspot.com/2005/08/what-is-servant.html)



MEMORY VERSE
In John 13:13-15, we see Jesus calling his disciples to wash one anotherÕs feet as an act 
of service. 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s 
feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”  John 
13:13-15

1. In John 13, this is the final evening before the crucifixion, what lesson is Jesus trying 
to teach the disciples?

2. Summarize this passage in your own words:

3. How can you apply this passage to being a disciple and/or making disciples?

DIGGING DEEPER
Jesus is approaching his final day before the cross. One interesting idea that is woven 
through the book of John is the mission of Jesus. This is demonstrated by the word, ÒHis 
time had not yet come.Ó In John 13, we see the shift now to ÒHis time had come.Ó  
Take a look at the progression of JesusÕ Mission - 2:4, 7:30, 8:20, 12:23, 13:1, 17:1. This 
has always been JesusÕ purpose from the very beginning. He was waiting for the TIME. 
Since His time has come, what is the final lesson Jesus wants to teach his disciples?

1. Read John 13:1-17. What do you notice about the people Jesus did and told his 
disciples to do?



2. Why do you think Jesus choose to wash the disciples feet?

3. In John 13:1-4, what do you notice about the motive for washing? In other words, what 
is the motivation of a servant?

ÒA servant chooses to serve God.  Not out of compulsion, but out of love for the 
Master. Our service for the Master is not to be motivated by applause or praise of 
the people, but out of a love for the Master and a commitment to live our lives for 
Him.Ó

4. As Jesus begins to wash his disciples feet in John 13:5-11, what kind of attitude do you 
need to have to become a servant? Read Philippians 2 and compare.

5. What is the mission that Jesus passes on to the disciples in John 13:12-17? Compare 
this to another passage in John 14:15. How does servanthood and obedience tie together?

6. From this passage, what are practical ways to serve one another?

7. What questions does this passage raise for you about servanthood?

9. What can you apply in this passage to your life right now (e.g., sin to confess, action to 
do, areas to grow, etc.)?



LIVING WIDER

PROJECT SERVANTHOOD
What is it? A day set aside by the Ambasssador Church small group to serve the 

community we call ÒoursÓ.

When is it? We will meet       at the church for a brief 
devotional and some songs of praise & worship. We will dismiss around 
11:00am for the groups to be released into the community for their work!
service projects.

Who is it?  Us...You...everyone that calls Ambassador Church their home church; 
more specifically, if you have attended the church more than twice you 
should consider being a participant in this blessing event.

Why are we doing it? Primarily, because Jesus calls His followers to model His life; 
ÒFor even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.Ó (Mark 10:42!45 NLT)
We believe that through serving others in our church as well as the 
community in which we live, we are able to express the caring and 
sacrificial love of Christ to the people we Òdo lifeÓ with.

Where are we doing it? Wherever you want...seriously; well sorta seriously. There may 
be some projects that require approval from agencies and or property 
owners. We want to be sensitive to individual privacy and property rights, 
so we will need to do a little proactive reconnaissance before we just show 
up.

How will it happen? This is the $64,000 question. It will happen in many different 
ways, or I should say, it can happen in many different ways. Perhaps by 
describing some possible scenarios we can better explain the Òhow.Ó LetÕs 
begin with the foundational premise; ÒWe want to serve our community in 
some way. Now, some scenarios follow:

Scenario #1 – One or more of the small groups can brainstorm together to determine a 
creative way for blessing the community as a team. (Ideas might be: cleaning a stretch of 
highway picking up trash, cleaning or beautifying one of the sidewalks along store!fronts, 
or maybe one of the group members brings awareness to a specific need/project)



Scenario #2 – YouÕre not in a small group, but you are a member of a ministry team. 
Perhaps a team wants to serve the community together. (Ideas might be similar in tone as 
the small group ideas already mentioned)
Scenario #3 – Maybe youÕre an idea person...perhaps you work in a hospital, school, 
government agency, or some other area that brings you in contact with special needs 
situations. You can act in a lead role by asking persons in places of authority (in these 
places/situations)

A FEW ONLINE RESOURCES THAT CAN BE USED TO STIMULATE IDEAS 
FOR SERVICE PROJECTS:

¥ !!!"#$%&&'()*#$(+,"(*-

¥ !!!"./0/"#$(-&1(2"+(3 4

¥ !!!"()2*%5+6"+(3 4

¥ !!!"&%*7582%758-%$9&3"+(3

Be creative; check with Community Action Groups, Chambers of Commerce, Schools, 
Playgrounds, Local Civic Groups. Please share your ideas, needs, and projects with the 
leadership/Pastors.

What is your idea?

Share your testimony? What did you learn?

http://www.blessyourblock.org
http://www.blessyourblock.org
http://www.LC2C.blogspot.com
http://www.LC2C.blogspot.com
http://www.outreach.com
http://www.outreach.com
http://www.servantevangelism.com
http://www.servantevangelism.com


Way To Heaven
John 14:1-13

SUMMARY POINTS

Memory Verse: John 14:26-27 
Digging Deeper: John 14:1-31
Living Wider: A THEOLOGICAL PRIMER: The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit by 
Greg Strand

BIG IDEA

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit to empower and guide the follower of Christ as we strive 
to follow His commands and live according to what we believe. 

MEMORY VERSE STUDY GUIDE

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  John 14:26-27 

1.  After making the exclusive claim that no man shall come to the Father except 
through Him, Jesus tells His disciples He will soon be leaving this earth. In His 
absence He will send the Holy Spirit as a Helper/Counselor/Guide to empower the 
follower of Christ to follow His commands. What catches you attention most 
about this scenario?

2.  Summarize the passage in your own words.

4.  How does this passage apply to being a disciple and/or making disciples?



DIGGING DEEPER

As we continue our journey into discipleship, we can learn from the biblical stories 
surrounding those who lived their daily lives with Jesus. LetÕs explore this passage, and 
work through some of the ÔbasicÕ questions.

Read John 14:1-14 and answer the following questions:

1.  Based on the previous chapters in John, why is Jesus telling His followers not to 
let their hearts be troubled?

2.  List out the promises Jesus makes to His disciples in this section of verses:

3.  How does Jesus define His relationship with the Father?

4.  How does Jesus describe heaven?

5.  How does Jesus answer ThomasÕ question in verse 6? 

I am the ____________ and the ______________ and the _________________



Sit with these 3 words for at least 5 minutes. Jot things down that come to your 
mind in the space below. Think how they apply to you personally (not others), 
pray that God will open up you heart to the words Jesus has spoken. 

Read verses 15-31 and answer the following questions:

6.  How does Jesus describe His relationship with the Holy Spirit?

7.  What is the difference between the follower of Jesus and way the world works (v. 
17)?  Why does this difference exist?

8.  How do we live out our love of Jesus in our everyday lives (v.17)?
 Are His commandments to be viewed as burdens?

9.   Read verses 25-27 at least 3 times slowly. Let your mind soak up these words. Let 
the words filter down from you head to your heart. Write any thoughts that come 
to you down in the space below:

10.  What does the Holy Spirit have to do with JesusÕ giving of His peace to His 
followers?



11.  What is the state of your heart? (troubled, afraid, tightly wound up, peaceful)

12.  What are the things in your life that influence this state? (family, friends, job 
security, financial)?

13.  What should be our response be to the false peace the world has to offer?

12.  What should be our response to the peace that Jesus offers through the power of 
the Holy Spirit?

LIVING WIDER
See Article on next page.
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�BOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT TO THE CHRISTIAN 
than knowing God. And nothing is more critical to our 
understanding of God than grasping His triune nature as 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Why is this so?  
GodÕs saving purposes flow from His nature. GodÕs means of salvation 

centers on His incarnation, which is only possible through the Son. And 
GodÕs application of salvationÑHis personal engagement in our lives, 
regenerating us and uniting us to ChristÑis only possible through the 
work of the Spirit. 

So it is vital for GodÕs glory and our spiritual well-being, both indi-
vidually and corporately as churches, to know the BibleÕs teaching on 

the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Here is a brief overview of that 
biblical teaching.

OLD TESTAMENT
In the Old Testament, the ÒSpirit of GodÓ is virtually synonymous with 
the Holy Spirit. He was active in creation.1 One of His primary minis-
tries was that of giving prophecy and Scripture,2 yet His ministry was 
also evidenced in gifting and empowering for craftsmanship3 and 
administration.4 In addition, He gave special capabilities to kings5 and 
brought Israel to spiritual life.6

In the Old Testament, we also see the expectation that in the future, 

�D�f�]�a�Y�f�/���H�\�Y�c�`�c�[�]�W�U�`
TH E  P E R S O N  A N D 

WO RK  OF TH E  H O LY SP I R I T

B Y G R EG S T R A N D



the Holy SpiritÕs ministry would be more complete,7 and that He would 
usher in a whole new covenantÑmarked by the law written on human 
hearts8 and a broader ministry among all believers.9

NEW TESTAMENT
A full understanding of the person and work of the Holy Spirit was 
progressively revealed, so that, in the New Testament, we see a more 
complete picture. His ministry is primarily ChristocentricÑa floodlight 
ministry, bringing glory to the person and work of Jesus Christ10 and 
progressively conforming believers into the image of Christ.11 

The work of the Holy Spirit was active throughout JesusÕ life: the 
Incarnation12 and Temptation,13 as well as His relationship with John 
the Baptist14 and the rest of His public ministry,15 including miracles.16 
The whole of JesusÕ life was in the Holy Spirit.

The Holy SpiritÕs ministry is powerfully seen at Pentecost,17 marking 
JesusÕ ascension and His giving of Another.18 This marked an important 
transition in GodÕs redemptive plan. Though the unique event of Pente-
cost will not happen again, we live with its effects because of the Holy 
SpiritÕs ongoing presence. 

The Holy Spirit is the one responsible for the Christian lifeÑcon-
version19 or regeneration20 is attributed to Him. Furthermore, the 
indwelling Holy Spirit empowers us to bear witness to Christ both in 
word and deed.21 Sometimes that divine power enables us to overcome 
adversity and be healed from sickness; other times it is the grace to 
endure, knowing that His grace is manifest in our weakness.22

In addition, the Holy SpiritÕs ministry is essential for the continu-
ation of the Christian life: indwelling and illuminating,23 teaching,24 
interceding,25 mortifying and sanctifying,26 distributing gifts.27 We are 
Spirit-people.

THEOLOGY
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead. This has two key 
implications. First, He is fully God. References to the Holy Spirit are 
used interchangeably with references to God.28 He possesses the very 
attributes of God29 and performs works that are commonly ascribed 
to God, such as creation,30 regeneration,31 resurrection32 and the 
inspiring of Scripture.33

Second, He is a person, with characteristics of intelligence, will and 
emotions34Ñnot a vague, abstract force. 

CHURCH HISTORY
The early church upheld these biblical and theological truths, as 
evidenced in The Nicene Creed (A.D. 325). The NiceneÕs confession of 
belief Òin the Holy SpiritÓ was expanded in the Nicene-Constantinopo-
litan Creed (A. D. 381) because the person and work of the Holy Spirit 
were being questioned, and His full equality with God the Father and 
God the Son was being denied.

CONCLUSION
We will never fully understand the person and work of the Holy Spirit, 
but what we do know is revealed in the Word inspired by Him. That 
which He inspired He will illuminate.

The Holy Spirit, being fully divine, is to be accorded the same honor 
and respect given to the Father and the Son. It is appropriate to worship 
Him. He should not be thought of as in any sense inferior in essence, 

although His functional role is different, i.e. He will always glorify 
Christ, not Himself. His work is the expression and execution of what 
GodÑthe Father, Son and Holy SpiritÑhas determined from eternity. 

Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, God truly becomes 
Immanuel, God with us. This is why it is common, even essential, to 
describe the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives in personal terms. 
But we must remember that behind this work is the Godhead in all His 
fullness. And our personal experiences must be interpreted by the 
truth the Holy Spirit has inspired: the Bible. This is especially impor-
tant in our postmodern day, when experience trumps truth. 

The Holy Spirit creates and sustains life, and He also creates unity. 
It is grievous that discussions of the Holy SpiritÑHis person and workÑ
have created so much division among Christians.35 The appropriate 
response is confession, repentance and humility.

The coming of the Holy Spirit was the fulfillment of a promise made by 
God.  His indwelling presence in believers is also a promise of fulfillment 
in the future. He will be with us, conform us into the image of Christ and 
bring us to glory in heaven for eternity.36    

As those who are Spirit-people, may we live, 
walk, be filled and be led by the Spirit.37 �N

Greg Strand is EFCA director of biblical theology and 
credentialing. He and his family are members at 
Northfield (Minn.) EFC, where he serves as an elder.
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The EFCA and Miraculous Gifts

Although the EFCA does not have an ofÞcial policy on miraculous 

gifts, we do have a position rooted in our ethos. We believe that 

regeneration/conversion and Spirit-baptism occur simultaneously 

when someone by grace through faith in Christ becomes a Chris-

tian. We do not believe that a post-conversion Òbaptism of the Holy 

SpiritÓ evidenced by speaking in tongues is required to live a full life. 

Other than this theological conviction, the EFCA is on a continuum 

from cessationist to continuist, on this side of Pentecostalism. We 

know that the Christian life, including the beginning, middle and 

end, is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit  ( Romans 8:9; Galatians 

3:2,3). Therefore, we are committed to Òbe being ÞlledÓ (Ephesians 

5:18)Ña present continuous commandÑand to Òlive by the SpiritÓ 

and Òwalk by the SpiritÓ (Galatians 5:25).
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